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EDITORIAL COMMENT 
Relief Fund Day. 

A new suggestion has reached us in regard to the date to be 
chosen for Relief Fund Day. Mrs. Lydia Giberson Crass, first chair- 
man of the Nurses' Relief Fund Committee, and always an inter- 
ested and enthusiastic worker for it, suggests that if July 27th, Miss 
Richards' birthday, seems too late a date for any state association, 
a good alternative would be June 3rd. June 3, 1921, will be the 
tenth birthday of the Relief Fund, for it was on June 3, 1911, in 
Boston, that the "Committee on Pension Fund," of which Miss Gib- 
erson was chairman, made its report, outlining a plan for a fund to 
be used for temporary relief of nurses who are ill. As all committees 
previously appointed had found the problem of the establishment 
of a pension fund too complicated to be practicable, Miss Giberson's 
suggestion was hailed with joy as one which could be put into effect 
at once, and at that convention, pledges were made amounting to 
several hundred dollars. This little capital formed the nucleus 
of the Relief Fund which has now, through numberless small dona- 
tions of nurses everywhere, grown to the goodly sum of $28,000. 
When we remember that for a number of years, relief had been given 
from this fund to an increasing number of applicants, its growth 
seems truly remarkable. 

Any association which does not understand the purpose of the 
Relief Fund should send to the secretary of the Committee for one of 
the little folders, "When your ship comes in." After reading it, we 
hope the association will send again for a sufficient number for the 
whole association membership. 

The Hospital of the Good Shepherd Alumnae in Syracuse, N. Y., 
has set a good example in increasing its dues by $1 per capita, the 
added dollar for each member to be sent to the Relief Fund. 

Resignation of Anna C. Maxwell. 
It is with sincere regret that we learn of the resignation of 
Anna C. Maxwell as Director of the School of Nursing of the 
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Presbyterian Hospital, New York City, after a continuous service of 
almost thirty years. 

Miss Maxwell is one of the group of pioneers in the organization 
of Schools of Nursing in this country and to her genius for perfection 
of detail in practical procedures we owe much of the best nursing 
technique found in the wards of our hospitals today. 

Through her textbook on practical Nursing, which was written 
in conjunction with Amy E. Pope, and which is now in such general 
use, she has given to the profession at large the benefit of 
her long experience; and through the graduates of the schools she 
has organized, has spread the gospel of good nursing not only in this 
country but abroad. 

She has always been ready to use her influence for the advance- 
ment of nursing ideals and has been an important factor in the 
formation of our organizations and in securing legislation which has 
placed nursing on a basis with other professions. 

She with others was instrumental in obtaining military rank for 
members of the Army Nurse Corps. 

With all her wide interests she has never been too busy to give 
;i cordial greeting to any nurse wishing advice or assistance. 

Through her resignation the School of Nursing of the Presby- 
terian Hospital will suffer irreparable loss. 

Endowments for Schools of Nursing. 

Hospitals are now, as in many years past, staggering under 
their loads of responsibility to the public, trying to give adequate 
nursing care to the patients, who constantly fill their wards to 
capacity, and at the same time fill the demand, which is put upon 
them, of sending out nurses who are well qualified to solve present 
day nursing problems". 

From all over the country there comes a cry for nurses, — better 
trained nurses, — not only to care for the sick but to fill positions 
as teachers, administrators, executives, and leaders in the great work 
of preventive medicine which means health and happiness to mil- 
lions. Hospitals are unable to supply this demand because their 
teaching facilities are inadequate, their funds are insufficient to 
permit the establishment of their schools of nursing on an equal 
basis with other professional schools, and they are, therefore, unable 
to attract well qualified students in sufficient numbers to meet the 
needs of the public. 

Colleges, universities and professional schools have placed upon 
the public the responsibility for their existence and the public, realiz- 
ing the great need, has accepted the obligation. Schools of nursing 
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are the only institutions, up to the present time, which have made 
no appeal and have not been benefited in any way from the generous 
gifts bestowed upon other educational work. They now have no 
independent existence, but must depend upon the hospital with which 
they are connected for funds to carry out their work. The hospitals, 
however, after fulfilling their purposes of caring for the sick and 
carrying on the great work of the prevention of disease, have left 
small resources with which to conduct schools of nursing. 

May the time not be far distant when schools of nursing may be 
endowed and placed upon a basis equivalent to that of other pro- 
fessional schools. The Alumnae Association of the School of Nurs- 
ing of the Johns Hopkins Hospital has taken the initiative in asking 
the public for an endowment fund of one million dollars. It is, 
indeed, an effort worthy of hearty support. May it not be an inspira- 
tion to other schools of nursing to work for the recognition and 
support which they so sorely need. 

Student Conpeeences. 

Student conferences, which have been held during the summer 
months of the past few years under the direction of the Young 
Women's Christian Assoication, have been of real benefit to the 
nurses attending them. The contact with other students promotes 
a new spirit and broader view toward the life in our training schools. 
Some hospitals send students to these conferences as a reward for 
high standings and are repaid by the inspiration and enthusiasm 
which they receive and bring back to the student body. 

Student nurses of the training schools of the middle west are 
invited to attend a college student conference to be held at Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin, from August 23 to September 2. 

It is expected that there will be seven hundred university and 
college women students in attendance at Geneva, and it is hoped that 
this conference will do much toward arousing a real interest in 
nursing as a profession for college women. 

Smallpox. 

The Metropolitan Life Insurance Company is calling attention 
to the need of educating the public regarding universal vaccination. 

Freedom from the disease has made us careless but statistics, 
which show an increase in the number of cases of smallpox in certain 
states between 1916 and 1920, are significant. Every year a larger 
percentage of people remain unvaccinated. We can only speculate 
on what this would mean in the event of an epidemic. 

Nurses should use their influence to make people realize the 
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importance of vaccination, which is the only means of preventing 
the disease. 

National Health Council. 

The offices of the National Organization for Public Health have 
been moved to the fifteenth floor of the Penn Terminal Building, New 
York City. 

A National Health Council was formed last fall and the mem- 
bers are the American Public Health Association, American Red 
Cross, American Social Hygiene Association, Conference of State 
and Provincial Health Authorities of North America, Council on 
Health and Public Instruction of the American Medical Association, 
National Child Health Council, National Committee for Mental 
Hygiene, National Organization for Public Health Nursing and the 
National Tuberculosis Association. 

The object of the council is that the agencies may work together 
for the betterment of health and the prevention of disease in the 
United States. Each organization will retain full autonomy, and the 
new arrangement is in no sense a merger. It is an effort to bring 
the organizations together for economy in overhead expenses and 
for cooperation in health programmes. 

Progress of State Registration. 

A bill, which was introduced into the New Jersey Legislature 
to allow nurses who served three years in the war to become regis- 
tered nurses on payment of a fee of $10, and requiring no standards 
of training, we believe has been killed in committee. 

Word has been received that the nurse practice bill of Missouri 
has had a splendid victory in both the senate and the house, having 
passed the house on March 18 with 94 votes for the bill and six 
opposed. An unimportant amendment was added which was con- 
firmed in the senate at midnight. The governor has promised to 
sign the bill. 

In Vermont, a bill amending the law governing registration of 
nurses, which was presented to the 1921 state legislature, was un- 
favorably reported by the Committee on Public Health and killed. 
The bill required affiliation for hospitals of less than twenty-five 
beds, two years of high school as an entrance requirement for admit- 
tance to training schools, the addition of another nurse on the Board 
of Registration and yearly registrations. The Vermont nurses are, by 
no means, considering this defeat as final. 

In Arizona, the bill for state registration of nurses passed the 
House of Representatives on February 1 by an unanimous vote and 
the Senate on March 5 also by an unanimous vote. The bill was signed 



Editorial Comment 517 

by Governor Campbell on March 12 and becomes a law on June 11. 
The text of this bill appears in this issue under Nursing News and 
Announcements. 

Progress op Cardiac Work. 

Much progress is being made in the work which is being done 
by the Association for the Prevention and Relief of Heart Disease. 
An examination of 507 children suspected of having cardiac disease 
revealed the interesting fact that only one-third of those examined 
were true cardiac cases. 

A home was opened last July at Mineola, N. Y., which will 
accommodate seventy children. The children have gained and have 
been much benefited by special exercises. 

One result of the work has been the change in attitude on the 
part of the teachers, the children, and sometimes on the part of 
parents, who now feel that there is hope of a normal place in the 
world for these children. 

Parliamentary Law. 

In order that associations may conduct their meetings according 
to parliamentary law it is necessary that their officers and members 
thoroughly understand its usage. This would often save time and 
prevent misunderstanding. "Parliamentary Usage for Women's 
Clubs," by Emma A. Fox, is a book of parliamentary law and practice 
which will be found particularly helpful and each organization 
should have a copy. 

Death op Mary W. McKechnie. 

Word has been received of the death of Mary W. McKechnie 
at Dundas, Ontario, Canada, on March 18. 

Miss McKechnie had been an active member of the National 
League of Nursing Education from its beginning, having been one 
of its founders. She attended its convention each year, and for six 
years was its treasurer. Miss McKechnie was one of the group of 
women who helped Isabel Hampton form the Johns Hopkins School. 
She held many positions of responsibility in training school work in 
Louisville, Kentucky; Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania; Cleveland, Ohio; 
New York City; Orange, New Jersey; Mineola, Long Island, New 
York; Baltimore, Maryland; and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She 
had studied at Teachers College and had recently been an instructor 
in nursing schools in New York City. 

She was noted for the thoroughness with which she conducted 
any work she undertook and for the high standards she upheld. 



